
Carspreading.
Key facts.

What is Carspreading?
The continued trend towards wider, longer, higher, 
and heavier cars, which is linked primarily to the 
rise of ‘Sport Utility Vehicles’ (SUVs) and, in its most 
extreme form, Pickup trucks. Manufacturers are often 
prioritising bigger cars for greater profit.

This is a global trend. 
Research points to a sustained increase in larger, 
heavier, and more powerful vehicles in major 
automotive markets and across nearly all countries 
(source: GFEI). 

The new car market is now dominated by larger 
cars. SUVs were 20% of new sales in 2014. Now 
they are 54% of new sales in the EU, 60% in the UK. 
(source: analysis of Dataforce data by T&E, 2025 / 
ICCT Pocketbook)

Cars are getting  
ever bigger: 
New cars are getting 1cm wider 
on average every 2 years (source: 
T&E). Among the top 100 models 
in 2023, 52% of vehicles sold were 
too wide for the minimum specified 
on-street parking space (180 cm) 
in major cities, including London 
(source: T&E).

As cars get bigger, 
so do the risks: 
The risk of fatal injuries for a 
pedestrian or cyclist hit by a car 
with a bonnet that is 10 cm higher 
than average increases by 30% 
(source: Belgian Road Safety 
Institute VIAS).

Bigger cars 
consume more fuel 
and resources:  
Petrol and diesel SUVs burn 
around 20% more fuel and electric 
SUVs require more resources  
and critical battery minerals  
(source: IEA).
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https://www.vias.be/fr/newsroom/des-voitures-plus-lourdes-plus-hautes-et-plus-puissantes-pour-une-securite-routiere-a-deux-vitesses-/
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https://www.iea.org/commentaries/as-their-sales-continue-to-rise-suvs-global-co2-emissions-are-nearing-1-billion-tonnes
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1llk5QOm9eZBlp0yQvZaHDeprbulmLrE8
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Carspreading is taking over our cities: 
The bigger the cars, the greater the 
challenge with traffic congestion, space 
for cycle lanes and parking capacity. On 
average, SUVs are longer (+26cm), wider 
(+10cm) as well as heavier (+205kg) and 
more powerful (+26 horsepower) than a 
regular car (source: WWF France).

Carspreading is putting lives at risk: In a 
collision between two cars, if one is at least 
twice as heavy as the other, the people in 
the lighter car are three times more likely to 
be seriously injured than if both cars were 
similar in weight. Likewise, a pedestrian 
or cyclist hit by a car with a bonnet 10 cm 
higher than average has a 30% higher 
risk of fatal injuries. (source: Belgian Road 
Safety Institute VIAS)

Carspreading is damaging our planet: 
Between 2021 and 2022, oil use in 
conventional cars, excluding SUVs, 
remained roughly the same, but the oil 
consumption of SUVs globally increased 
by 500,000 barrels per day, accounting for 
one-third of the total growth in oil demand. 
(source: IEA)

Carspreading is a luxury: Larger cars are 
primarily purchased by companies and 
more affluent households: the average 
retail price of an SUV is 59% higher than 
that of a hatchback in Europe.  
(source: JATO). 

City authorities: Dense urban areas 
like cities are affected the most by 
carspreading - scarce public space being 
taken away and road deaths. Cities should 
therefore:

   –	�Adjust parking policies to support 
households with normal sized cars 
and to discourage larger, more luxury 
cars. Some authorities have already 
started to incorporate vehicle size into 
car parking tariffs, such as in Paris 
and Lyon (France) and Koblenz and 
Tübingen (Germany). Read how this 
can be done here.

   –	�Enable better car club options so 
that households in cities can share cars 
and they don’t need to buy and park 
their own car.

Governments: National policies can help 
to reverse the carspreading in the new car 
market before it becomes a city problem. 
Governments should therefore:

   –	�Set a maximum size for new cars so 
that carmakers prioritise the production 
and sales of cars that are suitably sized 
for our cities. It is absurd that EU &  
UK regulations allow manufacturers  
to build a car as wide as a truck  
(source: T&E).

   –	�Make vehicle tax fairer in favour of 
lighter and more appropriately sized 
cars. Cars with over 160 gCO2/km 
represented >15% of new private 
car registrations in 2023 in the UK, 
compared with just 0.7% in France, 
which taxes higher polluting, oversized 
cars much more heavily (source: T&E).

A majority of UK car owners agree 
that more SUVs:

71%

60%

59%

‘will make parking 
more difficult’

‘are bought more as 
status symbols than  
for practical use’

‘are not necessary 
in towns and cities’

Source: YouGov 22-23 January 2025 (UK sample 
size 2,133 adults weighted of which 1,404 were 
passenger car owners)

What do people think?

Parisians voted for local action: 
A majority of Paris voters (55%) 
endorsed increased parking fees 
for heavy cars in a 2024 referendum 
(source: City of Paris)

A majority of Parisians (56%) have a 
negative opinion of SUVs. Of these 
respondents with a negative opinion, 
the principal reasons were: excessive 
space use (75%), air pollution (61%) 
and climate damage (58%). 67% 
of Parisians support measures to 
force car manufacturers to increase 
the proportion of smaller cars they 
produce. (source: OpinionWay)

Why is carspreading a problem?

How can better regulation address this problem?
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