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In 2022 the Clean Cities Campaign has established itself as an influential and 
effective voice in the movement to transform our cities to zero-emission 
mobility. Here are some of the highlights of the year: 

School Streets actions organised 
across 18 different countries 
during our two Europe-wide 
#StreetsForKids action days

promised new 
cycle hangar 

spaces in London

partners engaged in 
the network by the 

end of the year

website visitors, 
our most popular 

pages being the City 
Ranking and Streets 

For Kids pages

new Low-Emission Zones 
introduced in European cities and 
20 strengthened.

School Streets promised by local 
decision makers in Rome, Milan, 
and new School Streets established 
in Santander, Murcia and other 
Spanish cities.

major political groups in Italy 
supported our proposal to restore 
national budget funds for cycling

direct mentions of the campaign 
and our team in international 
media publications

Over 

533

30,000 

78

43,000 

11

150

4

1,000 



ABOUT THE
CLEAN CITIES CAMPAIGN

The Clean Cities Campaign is a European coalition of 72 grassroots 
and civil society groups working across 14 countries to hasten the 

phase out of the internal combustion engine for a sustainable urban 
future. The network is united by the ultimate vision of zero-emission 
urban mobility by 2030, promoting measures such as Low- and Zero-

Emission Zones and School Streets. 

The campaign builds and strengthens the growing movements for 
clean air and mobility at local, national and European levels.

Our key goal is to encourage major European cities to transition 
to zero-emission mobility by 2030. 

In particular, we are calling on them to rethink urban mobility by: 

Reallocating 
public space 
for walking, 
cycling and 

greenery

Phasing out 
petrol, diesel 
and gas cars 
from cities

Promoting 
and investing 

in shared 
and public 
transport

Allowing only 
zero-emission 
cars and vans 

from 2030

Across all cities, our key 
priorities are: 

Low- and Zero-Emission Zones

School Streets 
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EUROPE-WIDE

#StreetsForKids
This was the year of mass actions by children, 
parents, schools and community campaign groups 
calling for #StreetsForKids (S4K) everywhere. On our 
first ever S4K action day on 6 May we coordinated 
389 events in 233 cities in 18 countries. In our second 
mobilisation on 21 October we organised another 
143 events in 37 cities in 9 countries. These actions 
– ranging from street parties to bike buses, from 
speed watches to road closures and pop-up cafes 
– played a vital role in spreading the word that our 
children need safe spaces around schools, so that 
they can breathe clean air and walk, cycle or scoot 
to school. 

Following the days of action, over 150 new school 
streets were promised by Italian city mayors in 
Rome and Milan, and in Caserta the school street 
has already opened! In Spain, new school streets 

followed in Gijón, Logroño, Santander and Murcia, 
and parking spaces for bikes were installed at 
schools in Valladolid. In France, leaders in Lyon 
promised to set up a weekly velobus at a number 
of schools. In Brussels, the number of school streets 
increased between the two days of action. In 
Poland, the day of action prompted talks on School 
Streets with city officials in Warsaw. 

…and on social media…
 
#StreetsForKids was an instant hit on social media, 
with over 1,500 mentions of the #StreetsForKids 
hashtag on the first day of action in May. We 
achieved almost 1,000 twitter mentions and over 
25,000 likes for our colourful, inspiring photo 
galleries of the day. We secured 450 discrete media 
hits, with the most popular mentions being Italy, 
Spain and the UK.

Photo: Sergio Gatto

150+ new School 
Streets were 
promised by Italian 
city mayors

150+
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IN 2022
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Clean Cities Research
We published the first edition of our City Ranking 
in February, which weighed up 36 European cities 
on their success in transitioning to zero-emission 
mobility. The research covered a broad range of 
indicators, ranging from public space allocation and 
road safety to public transport services, charging 
infrastructure and air quality. The ranking proved 
very popular with the media, with 217 articles 
in total including on Bloomberg, Politico and 
Belgium’s Le Soir. 

In July, we published our Low-Emission Zone (LEZ) 
research, which aimed to quantify the significant 
rise in the number of schemes across Europe – 
there are now 325 active LEZs, a 42% increase since 
2019. Our research was picked up by a wide variety 
of media outlets including The Guardian, ENDS 
report, RTBF Belgium and Los 40 radio in Spain, and 
helped establish Clean Cities as a go-to voice on 
Low-Emission Zones in Europe.

As a response to the war in Ukraine and the 
unfolding energy crisis, we quantified the 
potential impact of car-free days on Europe’s 
oil consumption. Our briefing concluded that 
one car-free day a week implemented in major 
European cities could reduce the annual oil 
consumption from urban transport in Europe by 
around 3 to 5%. The report was featured in a variety 
of media publications, and appeared on the website 
of the European Mobility Week. The European 
Commission later published 
advice on car-free days that 
was aligned with the CCC’s 
demands.

Political influencing: making waves for 
cleaner air in Europe (AAQD push)
On 26 October, the European Commission 
published its proposal to set the future direction 
of air pollution limits across Europe for years to 
come. Ahead of the publication, the Clean Cities 
Campaign pushed hard to ensure the directive 
was as ambitious as possible. Aware that the 
Commission was unlikely to include modelling of 
the impact of Low-Emission Zones in reducing air 
pollution, we published a report that showed that 
Low-Emission Zones can in fact reduce emissions 
of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) by around 20%. In 
certain cases this can be as high as 44%.

We also coordinated the signing of a joint letter 
to the EU Commission with 4 other organisations, 
and a few days after the proposal was published 
we held a meeting with the EU Commissioner for 
the Environment Virginijus Sinkevičius to ask for 
more ambitious clean air policies. The meeting 
was attended by CCC partners in France, Belgium, 
Spain, Italy, Lithuania and Poland. We also launched 
a new petition on our website calling for clean air. 

EU Expert Group on Urban Mobility: As a result 
of a competitive process we have been selected 
to participate in the EU Commission’s new Expert 
Group on Urban Mobility where we are able to 
directly influence the EU’s urban mobility agenda.
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COUNTRY UPDATES

ITALY
The “Cycling gap”
In November our “cycling gap” campaign push 
made headlines. We published a report showing 
that the Italian government planned to spend 100 
times more on subsidising car infrastructure than 
on cycling, and that Italy would need to spend four 
times as much on cycling infrastructure to catch 
up with other European cycling hotspots. But that 
wasn’t all. When the national budget law text was 
published, we noticed that the Italian government 
was in fact planning to slash the cycling 
infrastructure budget all together. Our campaign 
to get the government to restore the funds was a 
major media hit, featured in over 200 publications, 
including on the front page of the national 
newspaper Il Domani. Following this, four political 
groupings (representing nearly half the votes cast 
in September’s general election) committed to 
support our proposal to amend the national budget 
law. We were able to prompt several city councils 
(including Bologna, Milan, Genova) to denounce the 
budget cuts and approve motions to restore the 
funds.

Earlier in the year, we launched a successful 
reactive online digital action using the hashtag 
#bastacobonus in response to the government’s 
controversial commitment of 3 billion euros to 
support the purchase of new vehicles. This action 
spurred the involvement of grassroots groups 
in various Italian cities, and was instrumental in 
allowing us to expand our network of partners. In 
July our new guide on how to implement LEZs 
in Italy was discussed at the local administration 
level in Milan, Rome, Bologna and Turin. 

Building on 3 successful Streets for Kids 
mobilizations in November 2021 (50 direct actions), 
May 2022 (60 direct actions) and October 2022 
(70 direct actions), we secured substantial 
commitments by the cities of Rome and 
Milan to launch 100 and 50 new school streets 
respectively, and had a number of meetings with 
city officials.

Photo: Genitori Gentilino Milano

200
media hits for 

our “Cycling gap” 
campaign
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UK
#ThisIsAwkward
Ahead of local elections in London in May, 
we launched a campaign with 25 civil society 
organisations to highlight the city’s paltry provision 
of cycle storage. Our #ThisIsAwkward hashtag 
– which contrasted the ease with which people 
can park their cars compared to parking their 
bikes - went viral on social media as people posted 
the weird and wonderful ways they store cycles. 
Followed by a prominent billboard campaign at 
about 10 locations, we secured commitments for 
30,000 new cycle hangar spaces from London 
authorities. 

Expanding the ULEZ
Our campaign activity this year focused on 
supporting the expansion of London’s ULEZ to cover 
the whole of London. Our work included publishing 
research which highlighted the clear impact LEZs 
have on reducing NO2 emissions, designing a 
web-tool with our partners Mums for Lungs and 
Possible to make it easier for people to respond to 
the ULEZ expansion consultation and providing 
the mayor’s office with supportive quotes. We were 
delighted when the mayor, Sadiq Khan, committed 
to roll out the ULEZ to all of London by the end of 
August 2023.

Growing the network
Clean Cities was invited to be a core part of the 
rebooted national UK Healthy Air Coalition, acting 
as the first point of contact for partners at a city 
level. We were also an expert witness in the 
London Assembly Environment Committee 
inquiry on transport pollution. Comments, 
evidence and ideas put forward by our campaign 
formed part of a public report, including 
recommendations to publish an evaluation of the 
impact of the vehicle scrappage schemes. We 
expanded our work to Manchester with new media 
partnerships raising awareness of the city’s poor 
progress on implementing a Clean Air Zone.

Photo: Crispin Hughes

new cycle 
hangar 
spaces 

30,000
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BELGIUM
Do the Loop
As part of our #StreetsForKids campaign, we 
worked with our partner Filter Café Filtré to deliver 
‘Do the Loop’ in May, where 300 kids ran together 
in Brussels’s usually congested streets. The children 
were calling for streets to be redesigned for them. 
We asked the city council to deliver Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods (LTNs) in the city centre, and 
to free up public space from cars. The positive 
pressure from our coalition contributed to 
giving the municipalities licence to enact these 
schemes, and the LTN was rolled out.

In October we worked with our partner Les 
Chercheurs d’Air to shed light on the fact that 
only 7% of schools in Brussels benefit from school 
streets. Hundreds of children and parents took to 
the streets in front of 9 different schools in Brussels 
to ask for more school streets. The very first bike bus 
was also organised in the city centre.

OpenStreets
Over the summer, we supported Filter Café Filtré 
in transforming Molenbeek, a less affluent district 
with a significant immigrant population. As a 
result, residents from the Quartier Maritime in 
Molenbeek could enjoy car-free streets where 
our partners arranged activities and an urban 
design competition with local architects. In total, 9 
streets were closed during the summer and local 
authorities added a traffic-calming measure in 
the neighbourhood.

Publication of a guide for Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods in Brussels
Together with our partners BRAL and Heroes for 
Zero, we published a paper in November: “LTNs: 7 
principles for redirecting traffic”. We sent this to 
the deputy mayor of mobility in each municipality 
urging them to create more LTNs and to design 
them effectively. 

Photo: Ivan Put

children took up the 
streets of Brussels

300
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SPAIN
Defending and promoting Low 
Emission Zones
149 Spanish cities are obliged by law to implement 
Low Emission Zones before 2023. Much of our 
campaign activity in 2022 involved communicating 
and raising awareness of LEZs. We used CCC 
research and guides, and organised a series 
of workshops for activists in 12 Spanish cities. 
Clean Cities partners produced a report which 
recommended that local authorities begin 
consultation and communication on proposed 
schemes early. In May we obtained a draft 
royal decree which reflected some of our top 
recommendations on how to effectively design 
LEZs. The pressure from our campaign has 
contributed to the initiation of the process for 
the implementation of Low Emission Zones in 8 
Spanish cities.

Working with the network on air quality 
monitoring
We worked with the bicycle platform, Conbici, 
to develop the “Cycling with Clean Air’’ project 
to monitor air quality in 18 cities. In February, 
we supported a citizen science project which 
monitored air quality around 125 schools in 9 
cities including Madrid. The research revealed 
that, unfortunately, every single school monitored 
exceeded the European legal limit for NO2 pollution 
(40ug/m3), and far exceeded the World Health 
Organization’s recommended limits. 

Photo: Revuelta Escolar
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FRANCE
School Streets Observatory
We published this reference guide in early 2022 as 
part of a close partnership with other campaign 
groups. The guide is designed to help citizens track 
the development of School Streets projects in 
France. 

POLAND
Krakow’s first LEZ
Through our partner organisations in Poland we 
were able to get good media coverage of our LEZ 
briefing when it was published in July. This helped 
influence the development of plans for the country’s 
first ever Low-Emission Zone in Krakow, which was 
announced in November.
 

Transforming a Paris Street
Following our #StreetsForKids event in May 2022, 
and intense campaigning with our partners, Rue 
D’Orsel in Paris was transformed into a school 
street by Paris City council. 

Network building
Coalition La Rue Est à Nous Lyon: The CCC was 
co-initiator of a new coalition which launched in 
early 2022. 
 

School Streets in Paris: Credit Association Respire/La Rue Est À Nous



EU
level

Spain

France

Belgium

Italy
Poland

UK
Rest of
Europe

ZERO (PT) Focus (SI) 

Natuur & Milieu (NL)

Changing Cities (DE)

Za Zemiata (BG)

2Celsius (RO)

Possivel Lisbon (PT)

VCÖ Mobilitat (AT) 

Levegő Munkacsoport (HU) 

VCD (DE)

Torino Respira
Bike to School

Cittadini per l’aria
Legambiente

Kyoto Club

ISDE - Medici per l'ambiente
Mums for Lungs

Friends of the Earth ScotlandAsthma+Lung UKLiving Streets

CPRE London

Fare City

Sustrans
PossibleGlobal Action Plan

London Cycling Campaign

Campaign for Better Transport 

Paris sans voiture

La Voie est Libre

Greenpeace Paris

FNE Paris

Extinction Rebellion IdF

MDB

Ras le scoot

La Ville à Vélo

Greenpeace Lyon

Alternatiba Rhône

Réseau Action Climat

La ligue contre le cancer

Les amis de la terre Paris

Association Respire

Alternatiba Paris

InCOPruptibles
Collectif contre la pollution - Ecole Michel Servet

Conbici

Teachers for Future

Consejo de la Juventud

Madres por el Clima

Amycos

Ecodes

ONGAWA

ISGlobal

Sindicato de Trabajadores de la Enseñanza

CEAPA

Ecologistas en Acción

Kidical MassBYCSClientEarth
European Cyclists' Federation

Transport & Environment

European Public Health Alliance

IEW

Greenpeace Brussels
BRAL

BBL

Filte
r Café Filtré

Heroes for Zero

Les Chercheurs d’Air
Krakow Smog Alert

HEAL Poland

FPPE

Polish Ecological Club
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Total number of 
countries: 

14 72
Total number of 
Clean Cities partners: 
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GROWTH IN OUR NETWORK



MEDIA AND DIGITAL

Website
We have strived across all our campaigns and 
research papers to present complex information in a 
clear, interactive manner which will allow stories to 
continue influencing well beyond the media launch. 
We have created new video and interactive media 
content to increase conversions and the amount of 
time users spend on our site. In summer 2022 we 
led a major revamp of the main Clean Cities website 
along with launching new sites in Italian and 
Spanish.

Social media
In the last year we have gained 1,725 new followers 
on Twitter and 648 new followers on Instagram. 
Our most successful social media intervention was 
the #ThisIsAwkward campaign which highlighted 
the disparity between cheap, available car parking 
spaces and places to store bikes. We used photos 
sent in on social media to create billboards and 
posted across London. We have a clear strategy to 
keep growing engagement on these channels in 
2023 - watch this space!

List building 
We ramped up our list building work in the second 
half of 2022, and launched two new petitions (the 
always-on “Stop toxic air around schools” and 
a petition tied to the amendment of the Italian 
budget law). During the year we acquired more 
than 8,700 new contacts in our database, bringing 
our list up to almost 26,000. Our conversion rate 
is around 30% across petitions, and our email lists 
continued to show a good level of engagement. 

Media coverage
The Clean Cities brand continues to grow in the 
media. Top hits for 2022 include our director 
Barbara Stoll extolling the virtues of car-free days on 
Euronews TV, the LEZ briefing research from July 
appearing in the Guardian, Politico’s urban mobility 
newsletter giving space to #StreetsForKids, Italy’s 
cycling dossier reaching the front page of Domani, 
i-news and ENDS report both featuring our LEZ 
briefing research, Bloomberg featuring our City 
Ranking research, an exclusive on the increase in 
car ownership in the Manchester Evening News, a 
reaction to the AAQD announcement in Air Quality 
News and Euractiv and #StreetsForKids appearing 
in La Repubblica.

Overall the Clean Cities Campaign and a number of 
team members were featured in over 1,000 media 
articles during the year. 

media articles 

1,000
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