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What is the Paris SUV referendum about?

» On 4 February, the City of Paris will hold a
ing fees for SUVs

in which citizens can decide on higher park-

» Itis proposed to triple parking fees for all diesel, petrol and hybrid cars > 1.6t, and all electric cars

above 2t

» The fee would rise to from €6 to €18 per hour in central districts, and from €4 to €12 in other areas
» But would not apply to residents parking in their own neighbourhood
» The City of Paris held a similar vote on rental e-scooters last year, following which it became the

first European capital to impose a ban

What are SUVs?

SUV stands for ‘Sports Utility Vehicle'. While there

is no official definition, the term is used to

to cars that are particularly large, heavy and have
raised ground clearance. They often also have more
powerful engines. SUVs now account for almost half
(49%) of new cars sales in the EU.

Why are SUVs a problem?

» SUVs take up more space: On average, SUVs
are longer (+26cm), wider (+10cm) as well
as heavier (+205kg) and more powerful (+26
horsepower) than a regular car, according to an
analysis by .

» SUVs pollute more: On average, SUVs
around 20% more fuel than an average me-
dium-size non-SUV car. They also emit more
particles from brakes and tyres due to their
weight.

» SUVs are more dangerous: A10 cm increase in
the height of vehicle fronts carries a 30%

of fatalities in collisions with pedestrians
and cyclists.

» SUVs are more expensive and primarily pur-
chased by companies and more affluent citi-
zens: The average retail price of an SUV is 59%

than that of a hatchback in Europe.
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What should the authorities do?

City authorities should set parking charges
and tolls based on vehicle size and weight,

so that large luxury SUVs and pick-ups pay
more for using more space. For example, some
authorities have already started to incorporate
vehicle weight into car parking tariffs, such as
in (France) and (Germany).

At the national level, governments should in-
troduce tax incentives to encourage lighter and
smaller vehicles that consume fewer resourc-
es. This sends a signal to motorists, but also to
manufacturers to develop more affordable and
efficient cars. Governments should also give
city authorities access to the relevant databases
so that local restrictions can be enforced.

At European level, the Weights and Dimen-
sions Directive needs to be reviewed. At pres-
ent, cars can theoretically be as wide as lorries
(2.55m). The European Parliament’s Transport
Committee will vote on this on 12 February.



https://www.stellantisandyou.com/fr/blog/guide-d-achat/quelle-est-la-difference-entre-un-4x4-un-suv-et-un-crossover-1
https://www.wwf.fr/sites/default/files/doc-2021-11/20210325_Rapport_Le-trop-plein-de-SUV-dans-la-publicite_WWF-France.pdf
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/as-their-sales-continue-to-rise-suvs-global-co2-emissions-are-nearing-1-billion-tonnes
https://www.vias.be/fr/newsroom/des-voitures-plus-lourdes-plus-hautes-et-plus-puissantes-pour-une-securite-routiere-a-deux-vitesses-/
https://www.vias.be/fr/newsroom/des-voitures-plus-lourdes-plus-hautes-et-plus-puissantes-pour-une-securite-routiere-a-deux-vitesses-/
https://www.jato.com/oems-are-selling-more-suvs-but-are-they-selling-more-vehicles/
https://www.lyon.fr/actualite/mobilites/stationnement-une-nouvelle-tarification-plus-juste-et-plus-progressive
https://www.tuebingen.de/14103.html#/800/806
https://www.paris.fr/pages/plus-ou-moins-de-suv-les-parisiens-et-parisiennes-sont-invites-a-voter-le-4-fevrier-25381

